MODERN  TIMES
The King and his favourite were by no means devoid
of nobility of mind and deportment or of a genuine love
of country, but, side by side with these estimable qualities,
they exhibited a marked predilection for brilliance and
display, together with a great deal of dignity and haughti-
ness in their bearing and mode of life, all of which things,
because a great deal of money was needed to keep them
up, grated on the feelings of the English merchants, who
by this time had become the wealthiest and most in-
fluential element in the country. To this cause of friction
between the King and the merchant class, yet another
was added: it had to do with religion.
The State religion was the High Church, which was
very closely related to Catholicism, and which the city
merchants, whose advance in material prosperity was
accompanied by an ever increasing desire for wealth and
independence, regarded with great hostility because it
upheld the principle of authority and practised a costly
ceremonial.
That was not the avowed reason of their opposition.
The reason alleged was 'Roman corruption' and
Topery', which the Puritans denounced with veiled
faces. Nevertheless, their own corruption was no less
reprehensible, the sin of avarice being more heinous
than that of prodigality. For that, we have biblical
authority, though there is nothing to prevent us from
calling on the name of the Lord as we make up the
cash.
Oliver Cromwell came of sound country, middle-class
stock. This it is important to note, in view of the 'mili-
tary3 side of his career. Born at Huntingdon on the 25th
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